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oeverloos 
verlangen

2007 – 2009 
– Work in progress –

Gershwinplein, Zuidas, 
Amsterdam 

i.c.w. Richard Niessen and 
Joost Vermeulen

Design for an extensive 
water square for the new 
business centre Zuidas. 
The square is a psycho-
geography of mental struc-
tures and inner processes. 
Contemporary life, where 
time and space are rela-
tive concepts, demands a 
surrounding where human, 
intercultural relations and 
emotions are modelled in 
a contemplative manner. 
The creation of a ceremo-
nial plateau enables this. 
The square, with fountains 
spouting the words Oever-
loos Verlangen (Shoreless 
Longing), is a place with a 
soul, a heart and domains 
of the senses. In these 
domains, present, past and 
future can be explored and 
experienced in a fictional 
game based on levensweg 
(path of life).
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1 – 2
Water square
45 m x 60 m

Floor plans for the water 
square with domains of the 
senses/ emotional zones, 
each with their own graphic 
pattern and symbols.
Suggested material: silk-
screened ceramic tiles 
62,5 cm x 62.5 cm

Domains of the senses 
(from top to bottom):

Realm of the unknown
impossible dwellings
Intensly lost
de niet zichtbare 
wereld built on dreams
melancholia
spill over and disap-
pear
the teargarden
tender eye land
A resting place
geheugen paleis
Heimelijk hart
ceremonial plateau
inside the mind
unmasked and far away
invention of moral
unfolding in presence
in pursuit of happiness
tussenstaat
between was not and is
somewhere not here
glimpse of real life
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1
Model for the water square 
1:50
Real size: 45 m x 60 m
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1
Graphic design 
fountains spouting the 
words Oeverloos Verlangen

2
Graphic design 
showing system of Domains 
of the senses

3
Floor plan with crystal-
shaped platforms with 
fountains
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1
Design totem poles

2
Sketch proposal to experi-
ence and explore the work 
as a fictional game based 
on ‘path of life’
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1
Crystal-shaped 
lanterns
1.25 m x 2.5 m x 6 m
1.25 m x 2.5 m x 3.5 m

Jujube-shaped seats
1.25 m x 2.5 m x variable 
height (20 cm/ 40 cm/ 60 
cm)

2
Overview of the water 
square 
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