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The act of travelling is an
important thread throughout
Tee’s artistic practice.
Indonesian textiles, known as
ship cloths, and the heritage
of her Chinese-Indonesian
father prompted Tee to travel
to Sumatra. In the Lampung
region of Sumatra small
tampan and larger palepai
(ship cloths) were produced.
These textiles feature a ship
with a mast that often
branches out into a tree of
life - evocative of human
souls continuing on to new
lives. While traditional
production of the cloth is
now gone, Tee found traces
of the patterns on other
materials such as metal
gates and mosaics. For the
TextielMuseum Tee made
two series of textiles based
on tampan motifs.
Commissioned by the
TextielMuseum, generously
supported by the Mondriaan
Foundation
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Tampan Tree of Life
Machine woven cloth,
cotton
170 x 159 cm

Tampan Womb of Time
Machine woven cloth,
cotton
154 x 164 cm
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Tampan Mirrored Ship #3
Machine woven cloth,
cotton
180 x 164 cm
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Tampan Tree of Life
Machine woven cloth,
cotton
170 x 159 cm
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Textiles are woven with
organic materials, and rely
on form, line, and repetition.
But they also tell a story.
From a distance, one sees
the spectacle of the lines,
but it offers enough texture
to invite closer inspection,
upon which one realizes just
what the tapestry is
composed of, and the details
reveal both its local and
handmade nature. The
iconography is borrowed
from the Sumatran Ship
Cloths: the long, dignified,
barge-like vessel navigating
the river of the world, the
naïve humans or rows of
souls lining the decks along
with animals, houses, and
eccentric trees-- an amalgam
of residual “cultural
memories” on a collective
journey from, to, and through
this world and the next.
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Tampan Womb of Time
Machine woven cloth,
cotton
154 x 164 cm
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Tampan Womb of Time
(detail)
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Tampan Mirrored Ship #3
Machine woven cloth,
cotton
180 x 164 cm
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Tampan Mirrored Ship #3
(detail)
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Woven Tampan
Tee was invited to work with
the extensive facilities and
technicians at the
TextielMuseum.
Over the course of several
months Tee visited the
workplace to learn the
technic of weaving.
Tampan were made and
used by all levels of society
often in transitional moments
in life. Mirrored imagery
played a central role in their
designs, which Tee has
adapted to several
philosophical themes which
connect the woven works
(2016): Tree of Life is often
depicted as a combination of
ship and mast that refers to
origins and ancestry. Ship of
Souls uses multiple layers of
the vessel imagery
associated first with burial
rights but also later stages of
life which suggest a sense of
protection. Womb of Time
depicts two vessels on top of
each other in a cell or womb
like shape considered to be
an image of being part of
the world.
Tampan Mirrored Ship #3
(detail)
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Embroidered Tampan
The textile patterns also act
as the starting point for
Tampan Tulip a series of
digitally printed textiles
based on collages that
incorporate the quintessential
Dutch symbol. Here too the
artist’s family history plays a
part, with Tee’s maternal
grandfather and greatgrandfather working in the
Netherlands’ tulip trade that
took them on long ship
bound journeys of their own,
including annual travel to
America. Black tulips were
selected for the Cultural
Threads commission, which
occurred during a time when
the immigration crisis in
Europe was acute. The
Tampan Tulip series also
travels on additional
journeys: the digital prints are
produced in the Netherlands,
and then travel back to their
place of origins, where the
textiles are embroidered with
gold thread sourced from
India and sewn in a small
village near Bandung on the
Indonesian island of Java.
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Ship of Souls
Digitally printed and
embroidered canvases,
cotton and gold thread
148 x 130 cm

Tree of Life
Digitally printed and
embroidered canvases,
cotton and gold thread
143 x 134 cm
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Womb of Time #4
Digitally printed and
embroidered canvases,
cotton and gold thread
134,5 x 132 cm
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Ship of Souls
Digitally printed and
embroidered canvases,
cotton and gold thread
148 x 130 cm
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Ship of Souls
(detail)
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Tree of Life
Digitally printed and
embroidered canvases,
cotton and gold thread
143 x 134 cm
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tree of Life
(detail)
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Womb of Time #4
Digitally printed and
embroidered canvases,
cotton and gold thread
134,5 x 132 cm
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Womb of Time #4
(detail) cm
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